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From the best-selling and award-winning author of Paris 1919 comes a masterpiece of narrative

nonfiction, a fascinating portrait of Europe from 1900 up to the outbreak of World War I. The century

since the end of the Napoleonic wars had been the most peaceful era Europe had known since the

fall of the Roman Empire. In the first years of the twentieth century, Europe believed it was marching

to a golden, happy, and prosperous future. But instead, complex personalities and rivalries,

colonialism and ethnic nationalisms, and shifting alliances helped to bring about the failure of the

long peace and the outbreak of a war that transformed Europe and the world.The War That Ended

Peace brings vividly to life the military leaders, politicians, diplomats, bankers, and the extended,

interrelated family of crowned heads across Europe who failed to stop the descent into war: in

Germany, the mercurial Kaiser Wilhelm II and the chief of the German general staff, Von Moltke the

Younger; in Austria-Hungary, Emperor Franz Joseph, a man who tried, through sheer hard work, to

stave off the coming chaos in his empire; in Russia, Tsar Nicholas II and his wife; in Britain, King

Edward VII, Prime Minister Herbert Asquith, and British admiral Jacky Fisher, the fierce advocate of

naval reform who entered into the arms race with Germany that pushed the continent toward

confrontation on land and sea.There are the would-be peacemakers as well, among them prophets

of the horrors of future wars whose warnings went unheeded: Alfred Nobel, who donated his fortune

to the cause of international understanding, and Bertha von Suttner, a writer and activist who was

the first woman awarded Nobel's new Peace Prize. Here too we meet the urbane and cosmopolitan

Count Harry Kessler, who noticed many of the early signs that something was stirring in Europe; the

young Winston Churchill, then First Lord of the Admiralty and a rising figure in British politics;

Madame Caillaux, who shot a man who might have been a force for peace; and more. With indelible

portraits, MacMillan shows how the fateful decisions of a few powerful people changed the course of

history. Taut, suspenseful, and impossible to put down, The War That Ended Peace is also a wise

cautionary reminder of how wars happen in spite of the near-universal desire to keep the peace.

Destined to become a classic in the tradition of Barbara Tuchman's The Guns of August, The War

That Ended Peace enriches our understanding of one of the defining periods and events of the

twentieth century.
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As a Brit, studying the First World War at school in the seventies, memories of the Second World

War were still fresh and bitter enough amongst parents and teachers that there was never really a

question that the Germans were the 'bad guys' in both wars while we (the Brits, primarily, though a

little bit of credit was occasionally given to the Allies) were the knights in shining armour. Enough

time has passed since both wars now for a more rational view to be taken and this book by

Margaret MacMillan is a well balanced, thoughtful and detailed account of the decades leading up to

1914.MacMillan begins by giving an overview of the involved nations as they were at the turn of the

century - their political structure, alliances and enmities, their culture and economic status. She then

takes us in considerable depth through the twenty years or so preceding the war, concentrating on

each nation in turn, and going further back into history when required. She introduces us to the main

players: political, military and leading thinkers. She explains how and why the two main alliances

developed that divided Europe and shows the fears of each nation feeling threatened or surrounded

by potential enemies. And she shows how this led to an arms race, which each nation initially

thought would act as a deterrence to war. Throughout she draws parallels to more recent history

and current events, sometimes with frightening clarity.In the mid-section, MacMillan discusses

public opinion and cultural shifts, highlighting the parallel and divisive growth of militarism and

pacifism and how the heads of government had to try to reconcile these factions. She indicates that,

although the peace movement was international, that at times of threat, the membership tended to

split on national lines - an indication that the movement would falter in the event of war, as indeed it

did.Next MacMillan explains the development of military planning and how these plans gradually

became fixed, allowing little room for movement when war began. She explains that the Schlieffen

Plan assumed war on two fronts and that, when it came to it, the military insisted that it wasn't

possible to change the plan at the last moment to limit the war to the Eastern front, with all the



implications that had for ensuring that France and therefore Britain would become involved.

MacMillan also shows how the plans of each nation assumed an offensive, rather than defensive,

strategy, taking little account of how modern weaponry would change the nature of warfare. Thus,

when the war did come, the leaders still expected it to be short and decisive rather than the long

drawn out trench warfare it became.In the final section, MacMillan walks us through the various

crises in the Balkans and elsewhere in the years leading up to the war. She makes the point that not

only did these crises tend to firm up the two alliances but also the fact that each was finally resolved

without a full-scale war led to a level of complacency that ultimately no country would take the final

plunge. And in the penultimate chapter, she takes us on a detailed journey from the assassination of

Franz Ferdinand up to the outbreak of war, showing how each government gradually concluded it

was left with no alternatives but to fight. In a short final chapter, she rather movingly summarises the

massive losses endured by each nation over the next four years, and gives a brief picture of the

changed Europe that emerged.Overall, I found this a very readable account. MacMillan has a clear

and accessible writing style, and juggles the huge cast of characters well. I found I was rarely

flicking backwards and forwards to remind myself of previous chapters - for me, always the sign of a

well-written factual book. As with any history, there were parts that I found more or less interesting. I

found the character studies of the various leaders very enlightening, while I was less interested in

the various military plans (though accepting completely MacMillan's argument of their importance to

the eventual inevitability of war). I got bogged down in the Balkans (always a problem for me in

European history) but in the end MacMillan achieved the well-nigh impossible task of enabling me to

grasp who was on whose side and why. This is a thorough, detailed and by no means short account

of the period, but at no point did I feel that it dragged or lost focus.One of the problems with the way

I was taught about WW1 was that we tended to talk about the nations rather than the people -

'Germany did this', 'France said that', 'America's position was'. MacMillan's approach gives much

more insight, allowing us to get to know the political and military leaders as people and showing the

lack of unanimity in most of the governments. This humanised the history for me and gradually

changed my opinion from believing that WW1 was a war that should never have been fought to

feeling that, factoring in the always-uncertain vagaries of human nature, it could never have been

avoided. This isn't MacMillan's position - she states clearly her belief that there are always choices

and that the leaders could have chosen differently, and of course that's true. However, it seemed

that by 1914 most of them felt so threatened and boxed in that it would have taken extraordinary

courage and perception for them to act differently than they did, and inaction may have meant their

country's downfall anyway. A sobering account of how prestige, honour and national interest led to a



devastating war that no-one wanted but that no-one could prevent. Highly recommended.NB This

book was provided for review by the publisher, Random House.

After reading the Introduction, I must admit I was a bit worried about where the author was going

with THE WAR THAT ENDED PEACE. But, to my delight, I found it to be a highly detailed, in-depth

look at the many intertwining threads of pre-war European politics, diplomacy and crises, presented

in an unbiased narrative with a relevancy to today's world. While reading, it's easy to find

commonalities and parallel courses of action between the declining, corrupted and indebted

empires of the early 20th century and what one might conclude are declining, corrupted and

indebted "empires" of the early 21st century.Well-written and researched, with extensive notes and

bibliography. A great use of first-person accounts, often multiple accounts by the various

participants so one can contrast and compare, thereby drawing your own conclusions. Author

Margaret MacMillan lends clarification and insight, yet never strays into the territory of letting her

opinion be presented as fact.If you're deeply intrigued by the First World War, then this book is a

definite must read and a worthy addition to your library. My only caveat would be that this is NOT a

book for casual reading nor for those who are not at least somewhat well versed in the subject.

Readers falling into either of those two categories would probably be bored to tears and consider

this book to be a tome.According to the blurb, the finished edition should include photos, maps and

illustrations, things the galley proof I read lacked. All could only make the book even more worthy of

the FIVE STAR rating I have for THE WAR THAT ENDED PEACE. I thoroughly enjoyed it, learned

yet more about a favorite subject and enthusiastically recommend it!

Those familiar with Margaret MacMillan's previous works like "Nixon and Mao: The Week That

Changed The World" and "Paris, 1919: Six Months That Changed The World" have come to expect

detailed history married to highly readable prose and wonderful insight. MacMillan's latest work,

"The War That Ended Peace: The Road to 1914" contains all of this in abundance. Having brilliantly

explored the end of the 1914-1918 war in "Paris, 1919," MacMillan now turns her sights on the

beginning of that war, which saw the breakdown of a European system stretching back nearly one

hundred years. MacMillan's work largely succeeds through the historian's ability to understand and

communicate the immediacy of the events and the horrors of the coming disaster. Particularly

insightful is her look Wilhelm II's Germany, and the foreign policy of men like Britain's Sir Edward

Grey. Like a great detective, MacMillan pieces together the clues of history and presents a narrative

that is both understandable and relatable to today's headlines. If you are at all interested in just how



Europe took the plunge into madness, death and destruction for four years you will profit greatly

from this book.
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